Summer Term 2023 Newsletter
Maple Class
Welcome back to the Summer Term; we hope you have all had a lovely Easter. We have got lots of exciting activities planned for the children. 
 Our learning challenge questions for this term are ‘Why do Humans have skeletons and Muscles?’ and ‘How are rivers formed?’
Please see the key objectives below.
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The stories we will be focussing on for this term include Funny Bones by Janet and Allan Alhberg and Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame . These books link with the work the children will be learning about in their Geography and Science lessons.  We are also going to be reading Danny the Champion of the World as our class book.
In Maths we are using the White Rose maths scheme supplemented with additional useful resources.  This term we will be covering work on Fractions (Y3),Decimals (Y4), Time, Shape, Statistics, and Position and Direction(Y4). Each morning Maple class complete short activities to practise their times tables which is an essential skill for all their maths learning.  This term, Year 4 children will be completing a Multiplication Tables Check (MTC), to test their knowledge and recall of their times tables.
Mathletics is an excellent curriculum resource which we would encourage you to utilise at home with the children to complement work being taught in the classroom. Each child has their own username and password to access Mathletics.
The children have a weekly spellings test on a Thursday. They will receive a copy of their new spellings which will also be available on Teams.  The children will also receive a code so they can practise their spellings on Spelling Frame.
Reading is an essential part of children’s educational development and we expect children to read every day. They have the freedom to choose their own book from our collection (children are advised to read their book band level but are not limited to this, as we promote a passion for reading based on children’s interests). We ask that your child records their reading in their diary and when you listen to their reading, please could you record this and any comments. Reading Eggs is an online reading resource that all the children have access to. It is very helpful to assist with reading comprehension.  All children have their own username and password, it is the same as Mathletics.
The children will have PE every Monday and Thursday. Children must come dressed in their PE kits on both of these days. The children will be outside, where possible, so please make sure they are dressed appropriately for all weather conditions.
If you have any questions or worries then please do ask.
Mrs Montgomery and Mrs Christy
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Know that humans have skeletons
and muscles for support,
protection and movement

skeleton

Is made of bone and grows as we
grow. Our skull protects our brain and
‘our ribs protect our heart and lungs

Know the names of the body parts
associated with skeleton and muscles

muscles

These are attached fo bones by
tendons and help them fo move

Know that the body parts have special
functions

joint

‘Allow the body to make movements.
The body has many bones and are
connected through the joints

Know what the function of muscles are

cartilage

1s a connective fissue found in many
areas of the body including joints
between bones e.g. the elbows.

Know what joints are and how they
work

tendon

Muscles are atfached 1o the bone by
tendons and work in pairs fo allow for
smooth movement.

Compare the diets of different groups
of animals, including humans

spine

‘Also known as your backbone, it is a
strong, flexible column of ring-like
bones that runs from your skl fo

your pelvis.
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An estuary is an area where o
freshwater river o stream meets the

Know that most rivers’ sources are ina
mountain

The source of a river is where it
begins, usually on high ground

Know that rivers end up enfering the sea
and thisis called the estuary

‘A meander is @ winding curve or bend

Know the names of and can locate many
of the UK's longest rivers

When one stream or river mees
another and merge fogether, the
smaller stream or river is known os @
tributary

Known the name of and can locate many
of the world's longest rivers

Erosion occurs when the fastest
currents in the river carve info the
banks

Know that most of the world’s main cifies
are situated close fo a river

Rocks and sediments eroded from
one part of the river are deposited
in another part





